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Frequently Asked Questions about the  
Workforce Opportunity Grant 

 
 
Questions about the funding opportunity 
 
What is the Workforce Opportunity Grant? 
The Rapides Foundation is offering the Workforce Opportunity Grant through its 
Economic Development Initiative. The grant supports training and education for above-
median income occupations for which there is demonstrated, unmet employer demand. 
Projects must create or expand the capacity of value-added goods and service 
providers.  
 
 
Who can apply for a Workforce Opportunity Grant? 
Eligible applicants include accredited, public nonprofit post-secondary institutions. 
Eligibility is not limited to institutions that are located in the Central Louisiana region. 
Applicants are required to have a business partner as part of the grant application. 
 
Partners should assume the following roles/responsibilities: 

• Employer(s): Identify qualifications, compensation and quantity of essential 
open jobs. 

• Employee candidate(s): Commit to training and accepting offered employment 
in The Rapides Foundation service area. 

• Post-Secondary Institution(s): Identify cohort of qualified Employee 
Candidates; provide employer-identified training; support Employee Candidate 
success and transition to employment. 

 
 
What is the maximum funding request? 
Awards are available for up to $100,000 for a six to twelve month period.  
 
 
What type of costs can be included in a grant application? 
In addition to allowable expenses listed on the Budget Worksheet, funding may be 
requested for the following: tuition; faculty; supplies; student stipends; and capital that 
can be explicitly linked to enhanced programmatic implementation. 
 
 
Why does The Rapides Foundation work in the area of Economic Development? 
The mission of The Rapides Foundation is to improve the health status of Central 
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Louisiana. In support of this mission, the Foundation seeks to increase the median 
household income for Central Louisiana. 
 
The Foundation’s Economic Development Initiative makes the link between healthy 
economies and healthy people. Healthy economies with low unemployment rates and 
higher wage jobs provide people with the means to purchase medical insurance, make 
better healthcare choices and live healthier lives.  
 
 
Questions about the Workforce Opportunity Grant 
 
What types of projects would fall under the Workforce Opportunity Grant? 
The Workforce Opportunity Grant provides an opportunity to provide training, 
educational, or certification support to qualified candidates for immediate, high-wage job 
opportunities in The Rapides Foundation nine-parish service area. (Allen, Avoyelles, 
Catahoula, Grant, LaSalle, Natchitoches, Rapides, Vernon and Winn Parishes.) 
 
Applicants are encouraged to build strong partnerships between post-secondary 
institutions, the workforce system, employers and industry groups, to transform the way 
they design and deliver courses through accelerated learning strategies, redesigned 
curricula, distance learning, work-based training, and innovative uses of technology to 
enhance learning activities. Projects must create or expand the capacity of value-added 
goods and service providers. 
 
 
How do I know if my project fits the Workforce Opportunity Grant? 
The Foundation is partnering with CLEDA to implement this grant opportunity, and 
those who intend to apply should seek technical assistance for the project proposal from 
Wayne Denley, Vice President of Knowledge Platforms at CLEDA. Wayne can be 
reached by phone at 318-441-3427(direct line) or 318-290-8787(cell); and by email at 
wdenley@cenla.org. 
 
You may also contact Annette Beuchler, Director of Programs and Communications for 
The Rapides Foundation with proposal content questions. Annette can be reached at 
318-443-3394 or toll free at 800-994-3394. 
 
 
What else is the Foundation looking for in Workforce Opportunity Grant 
proposals? 

• Applicant must demonstrate the existence of a training gap. (For example, show 
that the required training does not currently exist.) 

• Applicant must describe the training need, including the effect it would have on 
the Foundation’s goal of raising the median household income. 

• Applicant must demonstrate a Return on Investment for the region as an 
outcome of the project. (Assistance with ROI analysis will be provided by 
CLEDA.) 

• Applicant must demonstrate increased value-added production of goods and 
services in the traded sectors. 
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Does the project have to be in Central Louisiana? 
Yes. Proposed projects must be located in, and serve participants in the nine-parish 
service area of The Rapides Foundation which encompasses Allen, Avoyelles, 
Catahoula, Grant, LaSalle, Natchitoches, Rapides, Vernon and Winn parishes. 

 
 

Questions about submitting the grant application 
 
What is the deadline for submitting an application? 
There is no deadline to submit an application – applications are accepted by The 
Rapides Foundation on an ongoing basis. This funding opportunity is meant to address 
immediate needs identified by employer/post-secondary institution partnerships. 
 
 
How do I submit a grant application? 
All applications must be submitted using The Rapides Foundation’s online application 
process. The online application can be found by visiting the Foundation’s website at 
www.rapidesfoundation.org, and clicking on the “Grants” tab. 
 
 
What additional information should be submitted with my grant application? 
There are several supporting documents required for the grant application which are 
detailed in the Workforce Opportunity Grant Request for Proposals, Section V. Proposal 
Submission. The online application allows you to upload required documents at the time 
of submission. The RFP can be found – along with links to the online application – on 
the Foundation’s website. 
 
 
Who do I contact if I have questions about this grant opportunity? 
Annette Beuchler 
The Rapides Foundation 
318-443-3394 or 800-994-3394 (toll free) 
annette@rapidesfoundation.org 
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